THE  EMPIRE  OF  INDIA
have assimilated Western standards. In their religion there appears nothing to foster these aptitudes. Their distinctive progressiveness must, apparently, be ascribed to their blood; and they have certainly taken care to preserve any racial peculiarities they may possess, for they admit no converts, and marry only amongst themselves. Why, then, do they differ so widely from their kinsmen who remained in Persia and were converted to Islam ? An Indian environment has to them, apparently, been a developing force.
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